
FORT 
AMHERST



Fort Amherst is a fascinating part of Medway’s 
Defence History. In 1667 the Dutch raided the 
River Medway and attacked Chatham’s Royal 
Dockyard. During the devastating attack, 
thirteen ships were destroyed and two were 
taken including the flagship of the fleet ’Royal 
Charles’. At that time, there were no defences 
protecting the Dockyard against land based 
attack and the raid by the Dutch led to a review 
of the defences. Originally constructed during 
Napoleonic times in preparation for a possible 
invasion, Fort Amherst was also used as a civil 
defence centre in both world wars. 

Fort Amherst offers your pupils over 300 years of fascinating 

military history.

Your school or community groups will be accompanied by our 

guides who will share a wealth of information as your pupils 

travel through time in The Fort Amherst tunnels and site.

We are pleased to offer free visits to teachers or group 

leaders interested in making a booking. There is free parking 

available. Disabled parking, access and toilet facilities are 

available at The Visitor centre. All programmes can be 

designed to suit the needs of your group and disability groups 

are welcomed. (please advise of requirements when booking).

Your visit will include activities to meet the learning 

objectives of your pupils: The school programme lasts 

approximately 2 hours. There are additional activities 

available to book that last 1 hour. These can also be 

designed to suit all needs.



Your group will be divided into 5 smaller groups,  

so each pupil will have the opportunity to take  

part in these fun and practical activities.

Dress up as a Napoleonic soldier using the uniforms 

provided. March through the tunnels with your guide 

to check for enemy activity!

Prepare the Cannons! Learn how to defend The Fort 

from enemy attack!

Take on the Women’s chores! There is laundry to be 

done and meals to prepare for hungry soldiers!

Prepare the Fireplace! The fires are needed to keep 

everyone warm, to cook and heat the shot to fire at 

ships’ rigging!

Learn what goes in to a Napoleonic soldier’s Kit Bag; 

handle and learn about what the items were used for.

KS1: Citizenship,  History, English  (spoken language), Maths, Science (everyday materials), Reading (comprehension),  Geography.

ACTIVITY 1



ACTIVITY 2

KS2: Citizenship,  History, English  (spoken language), Maths, Science (everyday materials), Reading (comprehension),  Physical Education, Geography.

Object handling and recognition, match 

the objects to the labels that identify 

them and describe what they were and 

used for.

Enter the ARP to experience the day to 

day lives of the people who worked there. 

Find out how the women lived and worked 

in the ARP, how they made tea and meals 

and where they slept. You will discover how 

messages were taken and passed on to the 

plotting room and how the emergency  

services were dispatched.

ACTIVITY 1
7-11  
YEARS



EXTRA ACTIVITY 2

EXTRA ACTIVITY 1

Key Stages: 

Citizenship, History, 

English, Art and 

Design, Music.

Key stages:  Citizenship, History, English (spoken language), Maths, Science (everyday materials),  Geography.


